POPULATION DIFFICULTIES IN THE  EMPIRE
from which the leaders of Empire can be recruited
increases in size. Thus Great Britain has thirty years'
time in which to do something about the consequences,
though there is no time left at all if she wishes to prevent
the consequences altogether, because the leaders of
Empire and the pro-consuls of 1965 must be born
to-day.
There is not so much time to spare for the solution
of the economic problems which arise out of the
stagnation of population figures and their future decline
for Great Britain herself and for the whole Empire.
These problems will make themselves felt during the
next few years, because when the average age of the
British citizen has increased his average economic
wants will gradually change.
To put it bluntly, the transition from satisfying the
demands of youth to satisfying the demands of old
gentlemen will make considerable changes necessary
in British industry. However, the problem is not
specifically British, and in addition it should be possible
to solve it without weakening Great Britain's economic
system providing the necessary measures are taken in
advance. And on the other hand it might even prove
an advantage owing to the fact that the productive
capacity of a population whose average age is higher
is likely to be greater, providing the advantage is not
neutralized by increased unemployment. During the
next thirty years the British economic system will enjoy
this advantage, and it will be reduced only by the fact
that the working population will have more old people
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